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Educational Background 

 

1968 BA   honours (philosophy)  University of   Sussex. 

1972  B Phil.  University of Oxford (philosophy).    

 

Positions Held 

 

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 

1971-76. 

Senior Tutor, Department of Philosophy, Monash University, 1976-78. 

Lecturer, Education   Faculty, Monash   University, 1978-79 

Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, University of Queensland, 1979-85. 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, University of Queensland, 1985-1995. 

Reader, Department of Philosophy, University of Queensland, 1996. 



Head, Department of Philosophy, University of Queensland, 1992-1996. 

Professor, Department of Philosophy,  Keele University, 1997 to 2002 

Professor University of Syracuse 2002 to present 

 

Teaching Experience 

1972-1976: Assistant professor at the University of Florida.  At Florida I taught a variety of 

courses at both undergraduate and graduate levels as well as supervising both M.A. and PhD.  

students. 

 

Senior Tutor in the philosophy department at Monash University.  As a member of the 

philosophy department at Monash I supervised M.A.  theses in ethics, epistemology, and the 

philosophy of education. 

 

After spending a year in the Education Faculty at Monash I joined the philosophy department 

at the University of Queensland where I taught courses in the areas of ethics, philosophy of 

mind, philosophy of language and metaphysics, history of philosophy including Kant. 

 

Philosophy department at Keele University  1997    to   2002.  At Keele I have taught courses 

in philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, philosophy of time and logic and philosophy 

of  science.  

In addition, I have acted as supervisor or joint supervisor of the following Ph.D.  students: 

Robert Elliott: PhD. on Environmental Ethics. 

Deborah Brown: PhD. on philosophy of mind. 

Martin Taylor PhD. on Merleau Ponty’s philosophy of perception 

Paul Murray PhD. on epistemology 

Terence O’Regan PhD.  on   action theory. 

 

Philosophy Department Syracuse University 

Supervisor for following PhD Students 



Irem Steen-metaphysics 

Mark Steen- metaphysics 

Brendan Murday-Philosophy of Logic 

Kora Gould-Philosophy of Mind 

Deke Gould-Philosophy of Logic 

Anthony Fisher-Metaphysics 

Kevin Kukla-Philosophy of Logic 

All of the above awarded their PhD’s 

Kelly Mckormick-Ethics 

 

Main Areas of Teaching Interest 

Epistemology, Philosophy of Mind,  Metaphysics and Ethics 

 

Principle Courses Taught at the University of Queensland, and at Keele University 

First Year: 

Logic 

Theory of Knowledge 

Introductory Philosophy 

Theories of Human Nature 

The Empiricists: Locke, Berkeley and Hume 

 

Second and Third Year 

Metaphysics 

Philosophy of  Language 

Philosophy of Mind 

Epistemology 

Kant 

Ethics 

Action Theory 



The Empiricists 

 
Principle Courses Taught at Syracuse University 
 
197-Human Nature, 321 History of Analytic Philosophy,  321 Twentieth Century 
Theories, 321 Philosophy of language, 321 History of Epistemology, 487 Existence 
and Non-Existence 481 Contemporary Epistemology,500 level Philosophy of 
Language,750-A Priori Knowledge, 750-Time, 690 Scepticism, 687 Proseminar, 107 
Introduction to Philosophy, 109 Honours Seminar, 321 History of Analytic 
Philosophy, 393 Ethics 
 
 

 

 

PhD Students Supervised at Syracuse University: 

 

Kevin Kulka,  Shannon Love,  Brendan Murday, Mark Steen,  Irem Kurstal, Kora Gold, 

Deke, Gold, Anthony Fisher, Kelly McKormick,  

 

Research 

Publications 

Published Articles or Chapters in Books 

“Berkeley’s Master Argument”, Philosophical Review, LXXXIII (1), January 

1974. 

“Van Inwagen on Free Will and Determinism”, Philosophical Studies, 32, 

1977. 

“How Not to Make a Newcomb Choice”, Analysis, 39 (1), January 1979. 

“Basic properties and Sense Datum Attributes”, The Personalist, 60 (1), 1979. 

“Locke on Causation, Compatibilism and Newcomb’s Problem”, Analysis, 41 

(1),  January 1981. 

(with Siegal Michael) “Expert Intuitions and the Interpretation of Social 

Psychological Experiments”, Journal of Behavioural and Brain Sciences, 6 

(3),  September 1983. 



(with Elliot, Robert) “Would It Have Been Me?”, Australasian Journal of 

Philosophy, 62 (3), September 1984. 

“True Believers and Radical Sceptics”, Philosophia, 14 (3-4), December 1984. 

 “Rigid Designation and the Contingency of Identity”,   Mind, 95 (1), 1986. 

“Carter on Contingent Identity and Rigid Designation”, Mind, 97, April 1988. 

“Occasional Identity”, Philosophical Studies, 58, 1990. 

“Putnam, Brains in a Vat, and Arguments for Scepticism”, Mind, 101 (402), 

April 1992. 

“Ramachandran on Restricting Rigidity”, Mind, 102 (405), January 1993. 

“Reply to Ramachandran”, Mind, 102 (405), January 1993. 

“Is Global Scepticism Self Refuting?”, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 71 

(1), March 1993. 

“Deflationary Self Knowledge”, Philosophy in Mind, ed.  John O’Leary 

Hawthorn & Michaelis Michael, Kluwer Academic Publishers 1994. 

“Asymmetry in Attitudes and the Nature of Time”, Philosophical Studies, 72, 

1994. 

           (with John O’Leary Hawthorn) “Externalism and Scepticism” , Philosophical 

  Studies, 81: 1-26, 1996 

  “Can an Anti-Realist Live With the Past?”, Australasian Journal of 

Philosophy,    75: 288-303, 1997 

                      “Does Ontology Rest on a Mistake?”, The Aristotelian Society: Supplementary                           

Proceedings, LXXII 1998 

                         “Sense Data”: Article for the Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy,                                          

ed.  E.  Craig,   Routledge, 1998 (invited) 

                        “De Re and De Dicto”: Article for the Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy                           

(invited). 

  ‘The Indubitability   of   the Cogito’ Pacific   Philosophical   Quarterly, 81, 4                          

(2000): 363-384 



“First Person Access   and Consciousness”, Philosophical Topics, ed.  James       

Tomberlin:  Issue on Introspection (invited),  Fall 2000 

'Langford and Ramachandran on Occasional Identities', Philosophical Quarterly, 2001 

'Sider on Four Dimensionalism' Philosophy and  Phenomenological Research, Vol. LXVIII 

No.3, May 2004 (Invited) 

Article on Identity and Time for Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

'Consciousness, Reasons and  Moore's Paradox' in Moore’s Paradox ed. John Williams, 

Oxford University Press, 2007 

'Is Knowing Having the Right to Be Sure?'  in  Aspects of Knowing: Epistemological Essays 

ed. Stephen Hetherington, Ashgate Press, 2007 

'The Simplicity of Identity', Journal of Philosophy  Volume CII, Number 6 June 2005: 273-

302 

‘Deflationary Self-Knowledge’ in Anthony Hatzimoysis ed. Self-Knowledge Oxford 

University Press, 2011 

 

Published Books 

 

                    The World Without, The Mind Within, Cambridge University Press, 1996 

                   Occasions of Identity: A Study in the Metaphysics of Identity, Oxford University                        

  Press, 1998  

 

Recently Completed and Current Research Projects 

 

In recent years my research projects have fallen within two main areas.  The first, 

metaphysics  and philosophy of language, is illustrated by the book Occasions of Identity 

which has been published by Oxford.   In that book I defend the currently unorthodox view 

that there are genuine occasional and contingent identities. I argue that this view is coherent, 

and that it helps to solve a number of well known problems about persistence through time. 



The second area is at the intersection of epistemology and philosophy of mind.  It is 

represented by my book The World Without the Mind Within.  In it I discuss the  authority we 

allegedly have over self-ascriptions of  psychological states.  I examine   accounts of first 

person authority offered by such philosophers as Donald Davidson, Sydney Shoemaker and 

Crispin Wright, and defend an alternative to theirs.  In addition, I explore questions about the 

relationship between first person authority, privileged access, externalist views of content and 

external world scepticism. 

 

The book I am currently working on connects with issues in the philosophy of language and 

the issues in the philosophy of mind explored in The World Without the Mind Within.  In the 

current  book, among others,  I discuss the following issues: Moore’s Paradox, Consciousness 

and Reasons. So far, I have completed a first draft of  the book, and should be ready to send it 

off in the near future. 

 

Aside from the book I am working on issues about time and identity related to my paper on 

Identity in the Journal of Philosophy.  I have also begun work a paper on the connection 

between necessity and the a priori.   

 

I have also signed a contract with Routledge Press  for a book on time and identity. The book 

with be a survey of solutions to the paradoxes of identity and change discussed in my earlier 

work Occasions of Identity.  In addition, I have been offered a contract to contribute an article 

to the Palgrave Handbook of Philosophical Method 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


