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Department of Religion, Syracuse University
501 Hall of Languages, Syracuse, New York 13244-1170
Phone: 315-443-3861; Fax: 315-443-3958; email: pparnold@syr.edu 
Website: https://thecollege.syr.edu/people/faculty/arnold-philip-p/ 

EMPLOYMENT, POSITIONS:
1996-present	Professor, Department of Religion, Syracuse University
· Chair of the Department of Religion (2016-22)
2014-present	President of the Indigenous Values Initiative (http://www.indigenousvalues.org/ )
2012-16		Founding Director of the Skä·noñh—Great Law of Peace Center (http://www.skanonhcenter.org/)

GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND HONORS:
2022-24	“200 Years of Johnson v. McIntosh: Indigenous Responses to the Religious Foundations of Racism,” a 3 year grant from the Henry Luce Foundation. Principle Investigator. ($250,000)
2015	Rachel May (PI), Co-PI with Jane Reed (Geography). NEH Digital Humanities Planning Grant-Level 1 ($30,000). Only 5% of these proposals are funded. Titled “Onondaga Lake: Finding a Restorative Center in Digital Space” to develop an online map of the oral history of Onondaga Lake.
2015	PI; Co-PIs Rachel May, Robin Kimmerer (Director of the Center for Native People and the Environment [CNPE], SUNY-ESF). 2-year EPA Environmental Education Award ($91,000). Only 2% of these proposals are funded. It is titled: “Using the Thanksgiving Address to Advance Environmental Literacy and Environmental Stewardship.”

PUBLICATIONS:
Books:
2023	The Urgency of Indigenous Values, in the series “Haudenosaunee and Indigenous Worlds,” Syracuse University Press. https://press.syr.edu/supressbooks/5835/urgency-of-indigenous-values-the/ 
2012	The Gift of Sports; Indigenous Ceremonial Dimensions of the Games We Love. San Diego: Cognella Academic Publishing. https://titles.cognella.com/the-gift-of-sports-9781621310471.html 
2001	Sacred Landscapes and Cultural Politics: Planting a Tree. Co-edited with Ann Grodzins Gold. Aldershot, Hampshire, UK: Ashgate Publishing Ltd. 
1999	Eating Landscape: Aztec and European Occupation of Tlalocan. Mesoamerican Worlds Series. Boulder: University Press of Colorado. (Reprinted in paperback, September 2001)

Chapters in Edited Volumes:
2022	“Why is ‘religion’ a problematic category for understanding Indigenous traditions,” for Indigenous Religious Traditions in 5 Minutes, edited by Molly H. Bassett and Natalie Avalos (Equinox Publishing). Pp. 25-29.
2021	“’And Now Our Minds Are One’: The Thanksgiving Address and Attaining Consensus among the Haudenosaunee,” for Native American Rhetoric, edited by Larry Gross and dedicated to Inés Talamantez (University of New Mexico Press). Pp 17-46.
2020	“Indigeneity: The Work of History of Religions and Charles H. Long,” Chapter 5 of With this Root About my Person: Charles H. Long and New Directions in the Study of Religion, edited by Davíd Carrasco and Jennifer Reid (University of New Mexico Press). Pg. 24-38.
2013	“'Texts' of Inhabiting the Land: George Washington's Wampum Belt and the Canadaigua Treaty.” In Iconic Books and Texts; “Part 5: Power and Scholarship.” Edited by James Watts. London: Equinox Publishing. Pp. 361-72. (https://www.equinoxpub.com/equinox/books/showbook.asp?bkid=503 )

Journal Articles:
2025	with Sandra Bigtree. “The Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Great Binding Peace.” In The New Ecozoic Reader: Critical Reflections, Stories, Dream Experiences & Practices For an Ecological Age. Edited by, Sam Mickey, Sam C. King, Laurie Cone, Herman Greene, and Donald Arbuckle Religion and Ecology, no. 9, September.
2025	A Conversation on the Urgency of Indigenous Values, with Philip Arnold, Syracuse University and Victor Taylor, South Dakota State University. Journal for Cultural and Religious Theory, issue 23.2, Winter.
2024	With Sandra Bigtree and Adam D.J. Brett. “Preface and Introduction.” Joint editor with Sandra Bigtree and Adam D.J. Brett of special issue, From Indigenous Religions to Indigenous Values. Journal of the Council for Research on Religion 5 (2). Montreal, QC, Canada: ii-x. https://doi.org/10.26443/jcreor.v5i2.108. 1 November.
2024	With Sandra Bigtree, Betty Lyons (Hill) and Adam D.J. Brett, representing Indigenous Values Initiative, and American Indian Law Alliance. 2024. “Indigenous Values Initiative Together with the American Indian Law Alliance Submits This Report: The Territorial Integrity of Mother Earth, Indigenous Peoples, and the Right to Freedom of Religion or Belief.” Joint editor with Sandra Bigtree and Adam D.J. Brett of special issue, From Indigenous Religions to Indigenous Values. Journal of the Council for Research on Religion 5 (2). Montreal, QC, Canada:40-45. https://creor-ejournal.library.mcgill.ca/article/view/113. 1 November. 
2024	Arnold, Philip, et al. "Current Issues: Teaching Religion and Sports." International Journal of Sport and Religion, vol. 2 no. 1, 2024, p. 41-53. Project MUSE, https://doi.org/10.1353/ijsr.2024.a929060.
2023	With Betty Lyons and Sandra Bigtree, “Continuing Christian Domination: A Response to the Vatican’s Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery,” The Commons, April, (monthly online publication of Association of Public Religion and Intellectual Life—APRIL). (https://www.aprilonline.org/continuing-christian-domination/ ).
2023	With Sandra Bigtree and Adam D.J. Brett. “Introduction to the 200 Years of Johnson v. M’Intosh: Law, Religion, and Native American Lands Series.” Canopy Forum on the Interactions of Law and Religion. March 10, 2023. https://canopyforum.org/2023/03/10/introduction-to-the-200-years-of-johnson-v-mintosh-law-religion-and-native-american-lands-series/
2022	“Why the White Guy?” Journal of Cultural and Religious Theory, an electronic journal at (https://www.jcrt.org/archives/21.2/Arnold.pdf ). Issue 21.2 (Spring).
2021	With Sandra Bigtree, “Why Removing Columbus Matters: From Foundational Narratives of Domination to Inclusivity,” The Commons, March, (monthly online publication of Association of Public Religion and Intellectual Life—APRIL). (https://www.aprilonline.org/why-removing-columbus-matters/ ).
2020	With Sandra Bigtree, “Forming a ‘More Perfect Union’ through Indigenous Values,” Orion Magazine, 17 September, (https://orionmagazine.org/2020/09/forming-a-more-perfect-union-through-indigenous-values/ ).

Editorial work:
2024	Joint editor with Sandra Bigtree and Adam D.J. Brett of special issue, “200 Years of Johnson v. M’Intosh: Indigenous Responses to the Religious Foundations of Racism,” CrossCurents Vol. 74 No.4. https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/55074 (appeared in August 2025)
2024	Joint editor with Sandra Bigtree and Adam D.J. Brett of special issue, From Indigenous Religions to Indigenous Values. Journal of the Council for Research on Religion 5 (2). Montreal, QC, Canada. 1 November. https://creor-ejournal.library.mcgill.ca/issue/view/12 (appeared in May 2025)
2023	Guest editor with Sandra Bigtree and Adam DJ Brett of Special issue, “200 Years of Johnson v. M’Intosh: Law, Religion, and Native American Lands.” Canopy Forum Thematic Series. March – April. https://canopyforum.org/200-years-of-johnson-v-mintosh-law-religion-and-native-american-lands/ 
2018-present	with Scott Manning Stevens, series editor, “Haudenosaunee and Indigenous Worlds.” Syracuse University Press. https://press.syr.edu/haudenosaunee/ 

Work associated with Indigenous Values Initiative (https://indigenousvalues.org/) and the SKÄ·NOÑH—GREAT LAW OF PEACE CENTER (http://www.skanonhcenter.org/)

2013-present.	Founding Director of the planning and educational collaborative group. Organized planning meetings on a monthly basis to develop the narrative content of the Center. Give tours, maintain listserv and give talks to visitors and organizations. Grant writing with IVI, AILA and SU staff. Continuing on Executive Committee of the Center with Betty Lyons, Jack Manno and Sarah Shute (Director).
2014-present	President of the Indigenous Values Initiative (IVI) (http://www.indigenousvalues.org/ )
Non-profit organization (501c3) to support the educational work of the Skä·noñh—Great Law of Peace Center. IVI is dedicated to the values expressed by the Onondaga Nation leadership, Central Fire of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (People of the Longhouse). IVI is an independent organization which collaborates with a variety of individuals, institutions, communities, governments, and businesses to articulate, disseminate and promote the ancient and enduring values of Indigenous people's traditions to the world through writing and film, special events and conferences, multimedia and arts projects, and a host of celebrations.

Publications:
2022	With Sandra Bigtree. “10 Religious Themes of the Doctrine of Christian Discovery that Contrast with Indigenous Values.” September. https://doctrineofdiscovery.org/10-religous-dimensions/ 
2020	With Sandra Bigtree. “Embrace Democratic Values. Remove Iconic Fascist Memorials.” Commentary for Syracuse Post Standard, 15 July. https://www.syracuse.com/opinion/2020/07/embrace-democratic-values-remove-iconic-fascist-memorials-commentary.html .

IVI-Community Presentations:
2023	Presentation with Sandy Bigtree on the Doctrine of Christian Discovery at St. James Episcopal Church, Skaneateles, NY. 12 March.
2023	Presentation with Sandy Bigtree on the Doctrine of Christian Discovery for Caribbean Freedom Project – a civil society organisation based in Trinidad and Tobago. Facebook event hosted by Shabaka Kambon. https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=193014616842443 
2019	Presentation with Sandy Bigtree about “Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked the World,” at Equal Rights Heritage Center 25 South St. Auburn, NY 13021. WCNY screening. 16 January
2018	Presentation with Sandy Bigtree about the Doctrine of Discovery for UCC Ithaca. 28 October.
2018	Presentation on the Doctrine of Discovery for adult education for Congregational Church, Fayetteville, NY. 16 September.
2017	Presentation with Sandy Bigtree, IVI. “The Urgent Need to Address the Doctrine of Discovery,” Native American literature class, SUNY-Cortland. 27 March.

FILM AND MEDIA PROJECTS:
2022-present	“Mapping the Doctrine of Discovery” podcast with Sandy Bigtree. https://podcast.doctrineofdiscovery.org/ 
2018	Consultant for “Native America,” episode 2 “Nature to Nations.” PBS national distribution. Providence Pictures. 

SEMINARS, EVENTS, AND CONFERENCES ORGANIZED:
2023	“Religious Origins of White Supremacy: Johnson v. M’Intosh and the Doctrine of Christian Discovery. Key collaborators include American Indian Law Alliance (AILA), Indigenous Values Initiative (IVI), The Skä-noñh – Great Law of Peace Center. Sponsored by the Henry Luce Foundation and Syracuse University. 8-10 December. https://doctrineofdiscovery.org/blog/religious-origins-white-supremacy/ 
2023	“Indigenous Peoples and Religious Modes of Othering: A Comparative History of Religions Perspective.” Co-organizer with Steven Vertovec, Lars Pharo and Torkel Brekke for workshops at Max Plank Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen (24 May) and Diversity Studies Centre Oslo (DISCO), Oslo Metropolitan University 30-31 May.
2020	“Revisiting George Washington’s Assault on the Haudenosaunee 240 Years Later.” With Andrea Smith, Alyssa Mt. Pleasant, and Jake Edwards. Sponsored by the Skä·noñh—Great Law of Peace Center, Indigenous Values Initiative, Department of Religion at Syracuse University and SU Humanities Center. Online panel, 10 October.
2020	“Mother Earth’s Pandemic: The Doctrine of Discovery,” webinar virtual conference, held on 3 Thursdays, 6, 13 and 20 August. https://indigenousvalues.org/mother-earths-pandemic/. Presentations: https://www.youtube.com/c/IndigenousValuesInitiative/videos 
2019	Co-organized “Imposed Borders: Violence Against Indigenous Women, Girls and Mother Earth” for the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women, 4 W 43rd St., New York, NY. 15 March.
2019	Co-organized event on the Haudenosaunee Influence on the Women’s Rights Movement for the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women, CUNY Graduate Center, NY. 13 March.
2018-present	Haudenosaunee Wooden Stick Festival and Annual Randy Hall Memorial Masters Lacrosse Tournament. Onondaga Lake Park, last weekend in September.
2018	Co-organizer of “Taking on the Doctrine of Discovery: What Are Our Next Steps?” Skä·noñh—Great Law of Peace Center, 18-20 August.

SELECTED ACADEMIC PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS:
2023	With Sandra Bigtree. “The Religious Origins of the Doctrine of Christian Discovery,” for Unraveling the International Law of Colonialism: The 200th year of Johnson v. M’Intosh, an international webinar organized by Robert Miller and the Indian Legal Program at Arizona State University. 10 March. https://vimeo.com/810597464/87f452d487 
2022	“The Doctrine of Discovery Podcast and Virtual Onondaga.” With Adam DJ Brett and Jordan Loewen, Indigenous Religions session, American Academy of Religion, Denver. 21 November.
2020	“Revisiting George Washington’s Assault on the Haudenosaunee 240 Years Later.” With Andrea Smith, Alyssa Mt. Pleasant, and Jake Edwards. Sponsored by the Skä·noñh—Great Law of Peace Center, Indigenous Values Initiative, Department of Religion at Syracuse University and SU Humanities Center. Online event, 10 October.
2019	Invited keynote talk, “Skä·noñh—Great Law of Peace Center & the Trauma of the Doctrine of Discovery” for the New York State Convention of Universalists, Universalist Church Rochester, 150 S Clinton Ave, Rochester, NY. 26 October.

CLASSES:	
· Religions of the World (Campus and Online versions);
· Religion and Sports (Vision Fund Grant 2005) (online version, 2013)
· Native American Religions
· Indigenous Religions
· Mythologies
· Discovery and Indigenous Peoples
· Religion and the Conquest of America
· Religious Dimensions of American Consumerism
· Religious and white supremacy
· Onondaga Land-Rights and Our Common Future (co-taught with faculty from SU Law School and SUNY-Environmental Science and Forestry)
· Critical Issues in the Study of Native American Religions
· Materiality of Religion
· Other Peoples Religions



